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Adelaide Street Conservation Area appraisal 
and management plan  
 
Introduction 
 
Conservation Areas were introduced in 1967.  They are ‘areas of 
special architectural or historic interest the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’ 
(Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 
 
Conservation Area designation has a number of implications. 
The principal effect is that special planning permission, known 
as Conservation Area Consent, is required for the complete or 
substantial demolition of any unlisted building or structure.  In 
addition there are a number of other restrictions that do not 
apply outside Conservation Areas. 
 
The legislation also requires local planning authorities like 
Plymouth City Council to periodically review their Conservation 
Areas and publish proposals for their preservation and 
enhancement. 
 
In response to this, Plymouth City Council is reviewing its 
existing Conservation Areas and considering the designation of 
new areas.  Appraisals and management plans are also being 
prepared following extensive characterisation studies carried out 
in 2005/61.  
 
This work responds to the policy on the historic environment set 
out in the Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework 
(Policy CS03).  This states that the Council ‘will safeguard and 
where possible enhance historic environment interests of 
                                                 

acknowledged importance, including in particular scheduled 
ancient monuments, listed buildings (both statutory and locally 
listed), conservation areas, and archaeological remains’.  It also 
provides an evidence base and greater guidance for the policies 
set out in the Millbay and Stonehouse Area Action Plan, and will 
provide area specific detail to inform the Design Strategy 
Supplementary Planning Document.  This programme will also 
meet the requirements of Best Value Performance Indicator 219, 
which is designed to monitor local authorities’ performance in 
relation to Sections 71 and 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.   

1 Stonehouse & Millbay Characterisation Study & Management Proposals, 
July 2006 

 
The primary purpose of this document is to:  

 
• undertake a character appraisal of the Adelaide Street 

Conservation Area  
• consider what issues affect the Conservation Area and 

how they impact upon its character  
• identify management proposals to address these 

issues  
• identify opportunities for the preservation or 

enhancement of the Conservation Area 
• assist Development Consents decisions and provide a 

framework for specific projects and development briefs 
 
Conservation Area appraisal is by its nature a ‘broad brush’ 
process and it is therefore quite possible that some significant 
individual elements that are important in the Conservation Area 
have been overlooked.  Omission of any particular building, 
feature or space should not therefore be taken as meaning that it 
is of no value.  
 
An appraisal and management plan for the Adelaide Street 
Conservation Area was prepared in 2000.  This was never 
adopted, but has been used extensively in the preparation of this 
appraisal and management plan.  



Conservation Area boundary (Fig.1) 
 
The Adelaide Street/Clarence Place Conservation Area was 
originally designated in July 1999.  It comprises a block of early 
19th century primarily residential properties bounded by Clarence 
Place to the north, Adelaide Place to the west, Union Place to 
the south and Manor Street to the east.  
 
The southern boundary of the Conservation Area designated in 
1999 ran along Union Place between Adelaide Place and Manor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Street.  This included a modern building, large car park, 
playground and landscaped park within the Conservation Area.  
These areas do not contribute positively to the Conservation 
Area, so the southern boundary of the Conservation Area has 
been realigned to run mainly along Adelaide Lane, which is an 
historic boundary with some of its historic floorscape still intact. 
The Union Lane line at its western end is retained to allow the 
inclusion of No 8 Battery Street which is a building that makes a 
very positive contribution to the Conservation Area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fig.1 Adelaide Street/Clarence Place Conservation Area as revised  
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Location, geology, and topography (Fig.2)  
  

The Conservation Area lies at the northern edge of this area of 
former marshland on a level site just before the land starts to 
rise towards the former Royal Naval Hospital and Wyndham 
Square.  Clarence Place still follows the line of the historic route 
from Plymouth to Stonehouse along the edge of the marsh.  

The Conservation Area lies about 500 metres to the west of 
Plymouth City Centre.  The modern city of Plymouth is situated 
at the mouth of the river Tamar in the southwest of England 
overlooking Plymouth Sound, one of the world’s great natural 
harbours.  

  
 The gross geology of the city comprises a belt of hard grey 

limestone which runs across its southern edge producing the 
cliffs overlooking the Sound, most prominently at Mount Wise, 
the Hoe and Mount Batten/Jennycliffe, as well as the limestone 
buildings which are so characteristic of many of the city’s historic 
areas.  Inland of this limestone belt the geology is characterised 
mainly by mixed sedimentary shales producing the soft local 
‘shillet’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 This has produced a topography that is characterised by a high 

resilient hard stone ridge along the southern waterfront with the 
land behind gently rising towards Dartmoor to the north, though 
interspersed with several ridges and dips, all cut through by  
numerous rivers and lesser watercourses, most notably the 
estuaries of the Tamar and Plym. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 A fault in the limestone ridge created Millbay, a natural harbour 

about halfway between the historic settlements of Plymouth and 
Stonehouse. The low-lying area to the immediate north of this 
became the historic ‘Sourpool’, by the 19th century a large 
marshland area between Plymouth and Stonehouse.  Foulston’s 
creation of Union Street from 1812 started the development of 
this area, including Adelaide Street and Clarence Place by about 
1830.  
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Fig.2 Aerial photograph of Adelaide Street showing location and setting of the Conservation Area 
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Historic development              
 
The Conservation Area dates from the early 19th century. 
Development probably started about 1815-20, and was 
completed by 1830, forming part of John Foulston’s grand 
design for the area between Plymouth, Stonehouse and 
Devonport, based on Union Street (started 1813).  Foulston, 
though trained as an architect, became effectively a 
distinguished town planner, using the latest planning techniques 
developed during the expansion of Bath and Edinburgh in the 
1760s.  These principles included the hierarchical grid for basic 
street layout and public spaces, and Foulston utilised these 
principles to plan his famous link between Stonehouse and 
Plymouth.  This grid pattern is still clearly evident within the 
Adelaide Street Conservation Area, and it constitutes one of the 
best-preserved areas of Foulston’s layouts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 From  ‘The Three Towns of Plymouth, Stonehouse and 

Devonport’ by A. Byers, c1830. (Plymouth City 
Museum) 
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Characterisation 
 
This area was one of the first to have been built as part of the 
early residential development of the area between Plymouth and 
Stonehouse.  While these terraces are only a fragment of what 
was originally built, what survives is still remarkably intact, 
characterised by the formal grid of streets, regular plots of 
similar size with small back yards enclosed by limestone walls, 
back lanes, and the terraces themselves.  They are among the 
most impressive survivals of set piece town planning in 
Plymouth, which is the primary reason for the designation of this 
area as a Conservation Area.  It is a very urban landscape of 
hard forms and hard surfaces, almost exclusively residential, 
with Clarence Place forming a busy northern boundary.  
 
The Conservation Area comprises nine blocks of terraces.  For 
the most part these are residential properties of two or three-
storeys, most fronting directly onto the street, but with shallow 
front gardens onto Clarence Place.  A particular characteristic of 
the area is the corner pubs, of which three still survive in use.  
 
The Clarence Place terraces are slightly more elaborate than 
those on Adelaide Street, and appear to have been designed to 
act as a ‘public frontage’.  Each property has two storeys with 
basements except for Nos. 11 and 12 which are three storeys. 
Walls are stuccoed with stucco detailing.  The houses are two 
bays wide with the ground floor windows set within round-
headed arched recesses. Several properties retain hornless six-
over-six pane timber sash windows, and some original three 
panelled doors remain beneath rectangular overlights.  Doors 
are recessed with simple but elegant surrounds incorporating 
pilasters and moulded entablatures.  A prominent feature of the 
terraces is their deep eaves, with the exception of Nos. 11 and 

12 which have moulded cornices.  Roofs would have originally 
been of natural slate, though many have been replaced with  
artificial alternatives.  The houses have shallow front gardens 
defined by rubble limestone walls, originally with railings.  There 
are two storey tenements to the rears of the properties within 
small plots enclosed by limestone walls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clarence Terrace 
 
Adelaide Street consists of 51 properties which are generally 
more simply detailed than those on Clarence Place.  Nos. 1-20 
and 35-54 comprises four terraced blocks of two-storeys with 
attics, with slate roofs behind stucco parapets.  The houses are 
arranged as pairs with two bay fronts with the ground-floor 
windows set within segmental arched recesses.  Some original 
panelled doors remain beneath rectangular overlights.  The 
doors are slightly recessed with original moulded hoods on 
consoles.  The end buildings of each of the four terraces are 
somewhat elaborated to provide definitive stops.  
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Adelaide Street 
 
Nos. 28-34 are a terrace of two storey houses with attics, 
finished in plain stucco under originally, natural slate roofs with 
deep projecting eaves. They are two bays wide with doors to 
their left hand sides.  Several retain their original six-panelled 
doors under overlights, and some their original six-over-six pane 
hornless timber sash windows.  
 
Nos. 24-26 was originally part of a longer terrace, of which the 
end three properties have been demolished.  These are four-
storey properties with two-bay wide frontages originally with six-
over-six pane hornless timber sashes.  Nos. 24 and 26 have 
large pilasters on their right sides, and moulded door hoods on 
consoles with overlights and some original panelled doors.  The 
original roofs would have been natural slate behind projecting 
eaves with simple entablatures.  
 
There are trees within the raised planters in Adelaide Street, and 
in the landscaped area on the south boundary of the 
Conservation Area.  Original floorscape survives in several 

places, and most of the granite kerbs are still intact throughout 
the area.  Almost the whole of the length of the rear lane behind 
Clarence Street and Adelaide Street retains its granite setts and 
channels, and there is a well-preserved and attractive length of 
limestone paving along Adelaide Street Ope.  There are also 
large areas of modern unattractive floorscape including 
concrete, concrete paving slabs and tarmac, and intrusive 
equipment from the statutory undertakers.  Cars dominate parts 
of the Conservation Area, though the 1970s pedestrianisation 
scheme excludes cars from part of Adelaide Street. However 
this has also concentrated parking in the middle and end of 
Adelaide Street, which compromises the view along the street.        
 
There are 84 Listed Buildings within the Conservation Area, 
which comprise almost all the buildings within the Conservation 
Area.  Seven other buildings have been identified as making a 
positive contribution to the Conservation Area. (Fig.3). Details of 
these buildings are provided in Appendices 1 and 2.  
 
While these buildings and structures form the principal element 
of the ‘special architectural or historic interest’, which justifies the 
designation of the Adelaide Street Conservation Area, they do 
not comprise the whole of its ‘character’.  As English Heritage’s 
guidance makes clear, ‘defining character, or special interest,  
involves more than simply recording the appearance of an area, 
its individual buildings and other heritage assets, and 
documenting its historical development. It includes 
understanding…. and assessing the values and significance of 
the area, both in its parts and as a whole.’ 2  This process is 
clearly outlined in the Stonehouse and Millbay Characterisation 
Study & Management Proposals (see p.3) and that format is 
followed in the subsequent sections and maps which attempt to 
define this ‘character’.

                                                 
2 Guidance on conservation area appraisals, English Heritage, 2006, p.8 
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Fig. 3  Listed Buildings and buildings that are considered to make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area 
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Figure ground plan: this plan shows the relationship of the existing buildings to spaces.  Key characteristics: 
• the tight grain of the historic townscape and street grid   
• the vacant sites on the north side of Adelaide Street 
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Building age plan: Key characteristics: 
• the area was developed to one plan over a short period. This is clearly seen in the overall date of the buildings. 
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Building heights plan:  Key characteristics: 
• the majority of this residential area comprises two storey dwelling houses. This provides a good building to space ratio. 
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Land uses / Activity plan:  Key characteristics: 
• the primary use of the area is residential 
• Clarence Place is a main through route 
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Townscape analysis plan 
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Photographs of the views shown on the townscape analysis plan 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 View along 
Adelaide Place to 
Millfields  

2 View to St Peter’s church,  
Wyndham Square, from 
Manor Street

4 View along Adelaide 
      Street, showing 
      landscaping scheme 
      and car parking  

5 View east along 
Clarence Place   

6 View of rear lane  
between Adelaide 
Street and Clarence 
Place showing survival 
of historic paving 

3 View to Palace Theatre, 
Union Street along 
Manor Street
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Summary of special interest  
 
• These terraces are one of the best surviving groups of 

Foulston’s historic town planning based on Union Street.  The 
grid of streets is effectively as built, with the blocks of terraces 
sitting tight onto the street in individual narrow plots complete 
with rear service lanes. Though surrounded by much 
inappropriate modern development these streets remain a 
piece of classic early 19th century townscape, which is the 
principal reason for their designation as a Conservation Area.  

 
• The properties themselves retain much of their original 

character despite the usual modern additions of plastic 
windows, doors, rainwater goods and the like.  They remain 
uncluttered, classic architectural forms, using simple patterns 
to create a balanced picture.  Stucco render, recessed arch 
forms, parapets, heavy eaves, large corner blocks with 
pediments, grand porches or front door surrounds and sliding 
sash windows are all characteristic of quality buildings of the 
period. 

 
• Much original floorscape still survives, including granite kerbs 

to most of the streets, granite setts and drainage channels 
along the rear lanes, and limestone paving in places. These 
are particularly characteristic features of Plymouth’s 19th and 
early 20th century residential terraces. 

 
Issues 
 
The appraisal has identified a number of issues that impact upon 
the Adelaide Street Conservation Area. The most significant of 
these include: 
 
• The Conservation Area lies within St Peters and the 

Waterfront ward, one of the most deprived areas in the 

country. The economic and social effects of this have 
significantly contributed to the problems of the Conservation 
Area.   

 
• Many of the properties are in multiple occupation, and many 

have had little or no maintenance over long periods. There are 
a number of empty properties including some of the former 
corner pubs.  Nine buildings within the Conservation Area 
were identified as ‘at risk’ on the 2005 survey of Buildings at 
Risk. 

 
• Throughout the area there are examples of inappropriate 

additions and alterations such as the installation of plastic 
doors and windows, the removal of boundary walls and 
railings, use of pebbledash and other inappropriate wall 
finishes, and loss of architectural detail.  A rash of cables, 
conduits and satellite dishes also disfigure many properties.  

 
• Many of the rear gardens have been used for garages or for 

car parking which has required the demolition of parts of their 
historic boundary walls.  

 
• The poor quality of the public realm. Whilst some historic floor 

surfaces survive, there are large areas of poor floorscape due 
to the use of inappropriate materials. Similarly, little, if any 
historic street furniture remains. The 1970s pedestrianisation 
scheme in Adelaide Street is now looking tired and fails to 
respect and relate properly to the formal layout of the terraces 
and the original floorscape.   

 
• The vacant bomb damaged site at the corner of Adelaide 

Street and Adelaide Street Ope is used for car parking. This is 
visually unattractive and alien to the historic tight development 
pattern of the area.  
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General photographs taken within the Conservation Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Boundary railings on Clarence Place  
East end of Adelaide Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boundary Railings on 
Clarence Place 

 

 

Nos. 24-26 Adelaide Street, 
originally part of a larger terrace 

Former Royal Adelaide ArmsNos. 8 and 9 Battery Street
Boundary Walls on Clarence 
Place 

Floorscape in Conservation 
Area 
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General photographs taken within the Conservation Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Part of the streetscape 

enhancement scheme in 
Adelaide Street

 

Back street behind Adelaide Street 
 

Battery Street looking south  

One of the residential properties in 
Adelaide Street, which makes a 
positive contribution to the area

View west along Adelaide Street 
10 Adelaide Street 
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General photographs taken within the Conservation Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boundary railings on Clarence Place  

 
The Old Forge on Manor Street East end of Adelaide Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The north east corner of the 
Conservation Area 

3 Adelaide Street, another example of 
a sympathetic restoration 

 

 

Clarence Place looking east 

View to Millfields wall from 
Adelaide Street 
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Adelaide Street Conservation Area management 
plan  
 
‘It shall be the duty of the local planning authority from time to 
time to formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and 
enhancement of any parts of their area which are Conservation 
Areas’  (s.71(1) Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990). 
 
General principles 
 
In responding to the issues raised in the Conservation Area 
appraisal, and in exercising its powers within the Adelaide Street 
Conservation Area, Plymouth City Council will follow the policies 
and objectives set out in the Core Strategy of the Local 
Development Framework.  In particular the management plan 
conforms to Policies CS02 and CSO3, which relate to the delivery 
of a quality city, and Area Vision 2 – Millbay and Stonehouse - 
and its associated objectives.  It also conforms to the Millbay and 
Stonehouse Area Action Plan (at Submission stage at March 
2007) and the emerging Design Strategy Supplementary 
Planning Document.  Guidance provided in Planning Policy 
Guidance Note 15 and English Heritage’s ‘Guidance on the 
management of Conservation Areas’ are also used as key 
reference points for the management plan.  In order to interpret 
these policies and guidance for the Adelaide Street Conservation 
Area the following principles will be adhered to in the 
consideration of any changes proposed in the Conservation Area. 
 
Principle 1 - Proposals to develop or redevelop sites and convert 
buildings to new uses will be required to preserve or enhance the 
character of the Conservation Area, and to contribute positively to 
the wider regeneration of Stonehouse.  

Principle 2 - The position, scale, massing and materials of new 
development will be expected to respect the existing character of 
the Conservation Area.   
 
Principle 3 – Priority will always be given to the retention and 
enhancement of buildings of heritage value identified in the 
Conservation Area appraisal and management plans. 
 
Principle 4 - New development will be expected to be of the 
highest quality design that respects and enhances the character 
of the Conservation Area.  High quality contemporary 
architectural design will be encouraged, though high quality 
restoration through replication will not necessarily be rejected. 
 
Principle 5 - New transport and parking provision will be 
expected to respect and where possible enhance the character of 
the Conservation Area.  Prominent insensitive parking provision 
will therefore not normally be acceptable, and opportunities will 
be taken wherever possible to reduce or remove any adverse 
impact of existing parking provision.  
 
Principle 6 - There should be early Historic Environment input 
into all proposals for significant public works within the 
Conservation Area.  
 
Principle 7 - Historic surfaces and street furniture will be 
retained, enhanced, and restored wherever practicable.  
 
Principle 8 – The historic views and vistas identified in the 
appraisal will be retained, enhanced, and restored.  
 
Principle 9 - Advertising and signage proposals will be expected 
to respect the character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area in terms of siting, size, number, materials, colours and 
illumination.  
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Management proposals 
 
1. Statutory and other designations 
 
Almost every building within the Adelaide Street Conservation 
Area is listed.  It is not proposed at this time to propose any 
further buildings for statutory listing.  
 
Non-listed buildings that are considered to make a positive 
contribution to the Conservation Area (see page 10) may 
however be considered for local listing if they meet criteria which 
will be laid out in the forthcoming Design Strategy Supplementary 
Planning Document.  
 
Proposed management plan action - Possible candidates for 
any local list will be considered within 12 months of the adoption 
of the completed appraisal and management plan. 
 
2. Enforcement 
 
The most effective means of preserving and enhancing the 
special interest of Conservation Areas is through efficient use of 
existing legislation and other powers, and Plymouth City Council 
will use the full range of powers available to it if necessary.  This 
may include the use of Building Preservation Notices, Urgent 
Works Notices, Repairs Notices, Dangerous Structures Notices, 
Tree Preservation Orders and Section 215 Notices (used in 
cases where it is considered that the condition of land or 
buildings adversely affects the area).  Informal contact, 
discussion and advice will also be used to encourage owners to 
undertake repairs and maintenance. 
 
One of the main threats to the quality of the Adelaide Street 
Conservation Area is the gradual erosion of its character by 
cumulative alterations to listed and unlisted buildings.  This also 

includes damaging alterations to external features like garden 
and boundary walls and fences and outhouses.  While Listed 
Building Consent is required for works of alteration affecting the 
special character and/or appearance of Listed Buildings, unlisted 
buildings which are single dwelling houses enjoy the benefit of 
considerable permitted development rights, which allow, for 
example, minor extensions, demolitions and replacement doors 
and windows, without any requirement for planning permission.  
This means that some buildings have been altered to the 
detriment of their townscape quality, and important architectural 
features lost.  Articles 4(1) and 4(2) of the General Permitted 
Development Order 1995 allow Local Planning Authorities to 
make directions withdrawing all or some of the permitted 
development rights given under the Order.  These have been 
found to be an effective means of controlling the sort of 
piecemeal alterations that contribute to the overall degeneration 
of buildings that contribute to the character or appearance of 
Conservation Areas. 
 
Proposed management plan action – An assessment of the 
possible benefits of Article 4 Directions for the Adelaide Street 
Conservation Area will be undertaken within twelve months of the 
adoption of the completed appraisal and management plan.  A 
Direction will be made within the same period if deemed 
appropriate.  
 
3. Buildings at risk (BAR) 
 
Buildings in disrepair or disuse have a particularly negative effect 
on the quality of Conservation Areas.  The compilation of a 
register of buildings ‘at risk’ is a useful tool to focus attention on 
this problem and define the scale of the problem.  This indicates 
the level of resources necessary to bring these buildings back 
into good repair and, where appropriate, beneficial use, and helps 
prioritise action by English Heritage, local authorities, building 
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preservation trusts, funding bodies, and all who can play a part in 
securing the future of these outstanding and irreplaceable parts 
of our heritage.  
 
The 1998 Plymouth Buildings at Risk Register was instrumental 
in providing the justification for a Heritage Lottery Fund 
‘Townscape Heritage Initiative’ scheme, which together with 
funding from the Empty Homes Grant scheme, supported the 
repair and restoration of No.1 Adelaide Street.  
 
The 2005 Plymouth BAR Register has already enabled Plymouth 
City Council to start to deal with some of the buildings in its own 
management, and it is hoped that this will also be the case for 
other buildings including those identified as ‘at risk’ within the 
Adelaide Street Conservation Area. 
 
There are 9 buildings or structures within the Adelaide Street 
Conservation Area recorded on the 2005 ‘Buildings at Risk’ 
Register, (three less than recorded in 2000). They are: 
 
Nos. 2 and 6 Adelaide Street 
Royal Adelaide Arms, No. 9 Adelaide Street 
Nos. 13, 26, 43, 48 and 51 Adelaide Street 
Prince Alfred Public House, No. 2 Clarence Place 
 
Proposed management plan action – A strategy to address 
Plymouth City Council’s target of removing 5% of buildings from 
the Buildings at Risk Register will be developed within twelve 
months of the adoption of the completed appraisal and 
management plan.  It is envisaged that this will initially comprise 
advice and guidance on repairs and restoration in the form of 
leaflets and publications and through Plymouth City Council’s 
website.  
 
 

4. Opportunities 
 
The appraisal has identified a small number of specific sites and 
areas within the Conservation Area that currently have either a 
neutral or negative effect on its overall character.  With sensitive 
development or improved management these sites could 
contribute positively to the ‘preservation or enhancement’ of the 
Conservation Area, and support the vision and objectives of the 
Area Action Plan, especially those proposing ‘to capitalise on the 
historic assets of the area such as the historic townscape and 
important historic buildings’.  These ‘opportunity’ sites are 
identified below along with possible delivery mechanisms.  These 
will primarily include the positive management of Council-owned 
land, partnership working, internally as well as externally, and 
positive use of the development consents process including the 
use of Section 106 agreements to deliver opportunities.   
 
a) The public realm is fragmented and run down, as 

demonstrated by the landscaping scheme in Adelaide 
Street which is now tired and does little to contribute 
positively to the street scheme.  
 
Proposed management plan action:  The Stonehouse 
Living Neighbourhoods Project Phase 3, funded by the 
Safer Stronger Communities Fund and the Local Transport 
Plan, seeks to extend the existing Adelaide Park Home 
Zone to include Adelaide Street and Clarence Place. This 
will include a comprehensive enhancement of the public 
realm within the Conservation Area.  

 Delivery:  Through the implementation of the Stonehouse 
Living Neighbourhoods Project Phase 3, this is expected to 
begin during 2007.  
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b)    The car parking on the vacant site at the corner of 
Adelaide Street and Adelaide Street Ope does not 
contribute positively to the character or appearance of 
the Conservation Area, though it was upgraded in 2001.  
High quality redevelopment of the site would reflect the 
historic use of the site and would restore the historic 
building line, though it is recognised that provision for 
the lost car parking facility would need to be provided 
elsewhere.   
 
Proposed management plan action: If and when 
redevelopment opportunities arise for this area, preference 
should be given to proposals that will reinstate the 
residential use of this site.  Proposals should be considered 
particularly against the provisions of Principles 1, 2, 4 and 5 
above. 
Delivery: Through the positive use of the Development 
Consents process.  
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       Adelaide Street Conservation Area Management Plan:  Opportunities Plan  
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5. Monitoring and review 

 
Monitoring 
An annual Conservation Areas Monitoring Report will be 
prepared.  This will record progress on each of the main action 
areas and opportunities as identified in the management plan.  
This will be reported to the Historic Environment Champion, and 
will form part of Plymouth City Council’s Local Development 
Framework Annual Monitoring Report.  It is envisaged that the 
first Conservation Areas Monitoring Report will be produced at 
the end of 2007.   

 
Review 
The Conservation Area character appraisal and management 
plan will be reviewed every 3-5 years.  This may result in a 
revision or expansion of the existing appraisal and management 
plan, and will include:  
 
• recording changes 
• re-assessing the definition of special interest that warrants 

designation 
• identifying any new issues affecting the Conservation Area 

and revising the management plan accordingly. 
 
Reviews will, wherever possible, link with the review of the 
Millbay and Stonehouse Area Action Plan so that development 
opportunities can be properly considered against the heritage 
interests of the Adelaide Street Conservation Area.   
 
The input of stakeholders and other local conservation groups in 
this process and in the wider management of the historic 
environment, such as monitoring buildings at risk, will be 
welcomed.  Plymouth City Council’s Historic Environment 

Champion will take an active role in championing the importance 
of Plymouth’s historic environment.   
Officers will regularly meet the Historic Environment Champion 
and these meetings will be used to monitor and review the 
Conservation Area management plan. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      28      Adelaide Street Conservation Area appraisal & management plan 



Appendix 1 
Listed Buildings within the Adelaide Street Conservation 
Area 
 

• Nos 1-19 (consecutive) Adelaide Street: Grade II 
• Nos 24-26 (consecutive) Adelaide Street: Grade II 
• Nos 28-39 (consecutive) Adelaide Street: Grade II 
• Nos 42-45 and 45A (consecutive) Adelaide Street: Grade 

II 
• Nos 47-53 (consecutive) Adelaide Street: Grade II 
• Nos 2-23 (consecutive) Clarence Place: Grade II 
• Nos 25-30 (consecutive) Clarence Place: Grade II 

 
Appendix 2 
Buildings considered as making a positive contribution to 
the Adelaide Street Conservation Area 
 

• No 27 Adelaide Street 
• Nos 8-9 Battery Street 
• The Clarence Public House, No 31 Clarence Place 
• Nos 26-28 (consecutive) Manor Street 
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