
RELOCATING  
TO PLYMOUTH



RELOCATING TO 
PLYMOUTH, MADE EASY
Plymouth is a vibrant city with so much to offer. With 
an amazing quality of life, stunning waterfront location, 
buzzing city centre, fascinating maritime history, there is 
quite simply nowhere better to live, work and play than 
Plymouth.

Plymouth is an ambitious city with huge growth potential and exciting 
major changes ahead. We have already seen the growth of the 
university, the redevelopment of Royal William Yard and Millbay,  one 
of the UK’s top 50 regeneration projects. 

The Plymouth and South West Peninsula City Deal is a ground-
breaking deal with the government to deliver economic growth in 
the south west, which could see £296 million pumped into the region 
over the next 15 years, its exciting times ahead.

AN OUTSTANDING  
QUALITY OF LIFE
Plymouth offers an outstanding quality of life, with its fantastic location 
by the sea and the dramatic expanse of Dartmoor National Park as 
a backdrop. The sheltered waters of Plymouth Sound and adjacent 
rivers offer the perfect location for a huge range of water-based 
activities from sailing, paddleboarding, wakeboarding to scuba diving 
the many wreck sites. 

Plymouth has hosted a range of internationally recognised events, such 
as the Rolex Fastnet Race, the British Firework Championships and La 
Solitaire du Figaro 2014. Theatre Royal Plymouth is the largest regional 
producing theatre in the UK, attracting some of the top touring 
shows in the UK and has recently undergone a £7m refurbishment. 
Plymouth is also positioned perfectly for playing a round of golf, being 
surrounded by nine courses. 

Plymouth is great for cycling; it’s on the crossroads of National Cycle 
Network routes and on the edge of Dartmoor where some of the 
most amazing and challenging slopes for mountain biking can be 
discovered.

Plymouth is the largest port city 
on the south coast of England with 
a resident population of 259,000.

Plymouth is the greenest city in 
the UK, with 40 per cent of the 
city being green space.



A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE
A wide choice of housing is available in Plymouth and 
the surrounding area and, with water surrounding 
approximately two-thirds of the city and moorland and 
countryside the remaining third, many residential areas 
have spectacular waterfront or country views. 

The city offers a wide variety of housing with large Victorian style 
houses in areas such as Stoke, Peverell, Mannamead and Hartley, all 
within close proximity to the city centre. 

For more modern living with character and fantastic views, we have 
Royal William Yard, the former Royal Naval victualling yard and Mount 
Wise, Plymouth’s new village by the sea.

Just outside the city, areas such as Plympton and Plymstock offer a 
wide range of housing with excellent community facilities such as 
shops, schools, libraries etc.

Towards the north of the city is Derriford which is also home to 
Plymouth Hospitals NHS Trust, the largest hospital in the South West, 
and also only 10 minutes away from Dartmoor National Park. A wide 
selection of large detached properties can be found within this area.

Just outside of Plymouth is the South Hams, a region of rural 
and coastal Devon. To the north side it stretches to the edges of 
Dartmoor National Park, to the south it covers one of the most 
beautiful stretches of coastline in the UK from Torbay to Plymouth. 

A FOODIE HEAVEN
To relax and soak up the waterfront views and city’s atmosphere 
Plymouth has a burgeoning reputation as a foodie heaven. Royal 
William Yard with its Grade I Listed former Royal Naval victualling 
buildings is coming alive with cafés, bars, restaurants and art 
galleries, including River Cottage Canteen and Deli, Le Bistrot Pierre, 
Wagamama and Las Iguanas to name a few.

Plymouth is surrounded by nine 
golf courses - two more than St 
Andrews, Fife, the home of golf.

Plymouth boasts the second 
highest number of Gold Anchor 
marinas in the UK offering some 
of the best berthing facilities. 



SCHOOLS IN PLYMOUTH
We have a fantastic range of schools on offer and talented, 
dedicated staff working in them. The number of schools 
and nurseries judged to be good or outstanding by Ofsted 
has reached an all-time high in Plymouth.

To find schools in Plymouth visit  
www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymouthschoolsdirectory

A snapshot taken from April 2013 year showed that 80 per cent 
of Plymouth primary and secondary schools were judged ‘good’ or 
‘outstanding’ for their overall performance on inspection, an increase 
of 11 per cent from 2012.

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
Plymouth University - With more than 32,000 students, the 
University - 9th biggest in the country and ranked among the top 10 
modern universities in the UK. A winner of the Queen’s Anniversary 
Prize for Higher and Further Education and shortlisted for University 
of the Year in 2012, the institution has come a long way since it was 
founded as a School of Navigation in 1862. www.plymouth.ac.uk

Average house prices in Plymouth 
are around 34 per cent cheaper 
than the national average

Plymouth ranks third for its quality 
of life against 20 of Britain’s largest 
cities according to the Sustainable 
Cities index 2010

CONNECTIVITY
Plymouth benefits from world class connectivity and a network that 
accelerates growth and enables business investment. According to the 
Centre for Cities and Ofcom, Plymouth is one of the top ten locations 
in the country for superfast broadband penetration.



Plymouth has over 50,000 students 
studying in the city, potentially 
providing a highly skilled and 
adaptable workforce

Plymouth’s secondary schools 
offer a wide variety of specialisms, 
including sciences, languages, maths, 
humanities and creative arts.

University of St Mark and St John - Awarded university status 
in 2013 means Plymouth is now home to two universities providing 
full and part-time higher education with a range of courses from 
foundation degrees and progression courses to honours degrees and 
postgraduate study. www.marjon.ac.uk

City College Plymouth - First in the South West for student 
results, educating and training over 17,000 people each year through 
an extensive range of vocational and academic courses.  
www.cityplym.ac.uk 
One of the best places in the country to be an apprentice, 
Plymouth’s largest provider - City College Plymouth - has a success 
rate 14 per cent above the national average.

Plymouth College of Art - A specialist school for artists, run by 
artists combining over a century’s worth of history with up-to-the-
minute thinking and facilities including a new £7.7m art, craft and 
digital design block. www.plymouthart.ac.uk

University Technical College Plymouth - A school for 
technically minded 14 to 19 year-olds. Local employers including 
Babcock International and Princess Yachts International help to shape 
the curriculum and set projects for the students.  
www.utcplymouth.org

IN GOOD COMPANY
Key base for - Babcock Marine, BD, Burts Potato Chips Ltd, EE, Fine 
Tubes Ltd, Kawasaki, Plessey Semiconductors Ltd, Plymouth Gin, 
Princess Yachts International, Rittal CSM Ltd, The Wrigley Company, 
Twofour Group and many more. 



Plymouth is the best place in the 
country to live in terms of good 
schools, clean air, value and quality of 
housing and access to sparkling sea

There are 52 other Plymouths in 
the world but only one original COMMUTING AND 

TRANSPORT
The excellent train links to many parts of Cornwall and 
Devon make this an enjoyable and easily commutable 
option, opening up more choice of unusual executive 
properties, from quirky cottages to luxurious barn 
conversions, located within these more rural areas. 

Plymouth has a central rail station situated just a short walk from the 
main city centre.

There are 16 daily services running each way between Plymouth 
and London during the working week, three of which are high speed 
services offering journey times of just over three hours. 



Royal William Yard with its Grade I 
listed former Royal Naval victualing 
buildings is alive with cafés, bars, 
restaurants and art galleries

The largest Naval Base in Western 
Europe the HMNB Devonport 
and home to luxury boat builder 
Princess Yachts International

The latest rail timetables for the Tamar Valley and Looe Valley lines and 
other rural branch lines in Devon and Cornwall can be downloaded 
at www.greatscenicrailways.co.uk

Visit www.nationalrail.co.uk for more information on trains serving 
Plymouth.

An extensive choice of international flights is available from Exeter 
and Bristol airports located just one and two hours away respectively.  
Bristol offers connecting flights to over 200 destinations via Dublin, 
Brussels, Paris and Amsterdam.  
Exeter airport - www.exeter-airport.co.uk  
Bristol airport - www.bristolairport.co.uk

Brittany Ferries operates regular passenger and freight services to 
Roscoff in France and Santander in Northern Spain.



INTERESTED?
If you would like more information, advice or support about relocating to 
the city please contact Plymouth City Council’s Economy, Enterprise and 
Employment team

01752 307360

invest@plymouth.gov.uk

www.plymouth.gov.uk/invest 
www.investinplymouth.co.uk

     @investplymouth


